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If buildings sprang suddenly out of the ground like mushrooms, their rooftops would
be covered (1 ) alayer of soil and plants. That's not how humans build, of course.
Instead we scrape away the earth, erect the structure itself, and cap it with a rainproof,
presumably forgettable, roof. It's tempting to say that the roofscape of every city on
this planet is a man-made desert, except that a desert is a living habitat. The truth is
( 2 ). The urbanroofscape is a little like hell—a lifeless place of bituminous surfaces,
violent temperature contrasts, bitter winds, and an antipathy of water.

But step out (3 ) a hatch onto the roof of the Vancouver Public Library at
Library Square—nine stories above downtown—and you'll find yourself in a prairie, not
an asphalt wasteland. Sinuous bands of fescues stream across the roof, planted not in
flats or containers but into a special mix of soil on the roof. It'sa grassland( 4 )the
sky. At ground level, this 20,000-square-foot garden—created in 1995 by landscape
architect Cornelia H. Oberlander—would be striking enough. High above Vancouver,
the effect is almost disorientating. When we go to rooftops in cities, it’s usual to look out
at the view. On top of the library, however, Ican'thelp( 5 )thatI'm standing on the
view—this unexpected thicket of green, blue and brown grasses in the midst of so much
glass and steel and concrete.

Living roofs aren't new. They were ( 6 ) among sod houses on the American
prairie, and roofs of turf can still be found on log houses and sheds in northern Europe.
But in recent decades, architects, builders, and city planners all across the planet have
( 7 ) turning to green roofs not for their beauty—almost an afterthought—but for
their practicality, their ability to mitigate the environmental extremes common on

conventional roofs.
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Across town from the library, the Vancouver Convention Centre is getting a new
living roof. Just across the street there is a chef's garden on the roof of the Fairmont
Waterfront hotel. Across town in another ( 8 ), green roofs will go up on an
Olympic village being built for the 2010 Winter Olympics. To stand on a green roof in
Vancouver—or Chicago or Stuttgart or Singapore or Tokyo—is to glimpse ( 9 )
different the roofscapes of our cities might look and to wonder, Why haven’t we always
built this way?

Think of the millions of acres of unnatural rooftops around the globe. And now
( 10 ) returning some of that enormous human footprint to nature—creating green
spaces where there was once only asphalt and gravel. If a certain sum of human
happiness is the by-product, who's to complain?

Adapted From

Klinkenborg, Verlyn. ‘Up on the Roof," National Geographic, May, 2009. Vol. 215, No. 5.
Up on the Roof by Verlyn Klinkenborg, National Geographic, May 2009

1. A. around B. with C. without D. into

2. A. harsher B. harshness C. harshest D. harshes
3. A. through B. around C. away from D. next to
4. A. above B. in G.at D. on

5. A. saying B. looking C. feeling D. being

6. A. uncommon B. non-existent C. atypical D. common
7. A. began B. begun C. begin D. beginning
8. A. direction B. intersection C. detection D. collection
9. A. when B. where C. why D. how

10. A. finish B. prepare C. imagine D. initiate
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Rebel, tyrant, and prophet of arguably the world's earliest monotheistic religion, the
pharaoh Akhenaten has been called history’s first individual. His impact upon ancient
Egyptian customs and beliefs stretching back for centuries was so alarming that, in the
generations following his death in 1336 BC, he was branded a heretic. Official king lists
omitted his name.

Yet rather than honour Amun, the god associated with the site, his temples were
orientated towards the east, facing in the direction of the sunrise, and dedicated to a new
form of the sun-god, known officially by the not-so-catchy formula of “The living one, Ra-
Horus of the horizon who rejoices in the horizon in his identity of light which is in the sun
disc.” Before long this was shortened to “the Aten”, the Egyptian word for “the sun
disc”, and the king had changed his name from Amenhotep (“Amun is content”) to
Akhenaten (“effective for the Aten”).

A number of colossal sandstone statues of the king carved for the temples of the
Aten at Karnak, where they were attached to pillars in colonnades lining grand open
courts, attest to the drastic convulsions coursing through Egyptian society at this time.
One of them can be seen in Cairo’s Egyptian Museum, which I visited while making the
BBC documentary series Treasures of Ancient Egypt. The sculpture is like nothing
seen before in the long history of ancient Egyptian art.

The pose and attributes are fairly standard. Akhenaten appears front-on. His
crossed arms brandish a crook and a flail—royal insignia like his double crown,
distinctive headdress, and short kilt. Yet the distortions of his physiognomy are bizarre
beyond belief. His face appears stretched, with high cheekbones and an elongated nose

leading down to a pointy chin. His unusually plump lips echo the womanly
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sensuousness of his broad hips, as well as an unflattering pot belly that sags over his
waistband.

To modern eyes, the treatment of the figure appears expressionistic and grotesque.
Is this a realistic portrait of a ruler wracked with disease? Or a new vision of kingship
scorched free of visual clichés? Moreover, what kind of person would commission
something as dark and startling as this: a visionary, or a madman?

“Views of Akhenaten have oscillated between both extremes,” says the Egyptologist
Anna Stevens. “The ancient Egyptians excised his reign from their own history. But
modern history has been kinder to him: we perhaps value individualism more—and of
course we are not directly affected by his actions.”

“Without the basis for proper diagnosis, the charge of madness is best avoided,” says
Barry Kemp, emeritus professor of Egyptology at Cambridge University, and author of
The City of Akhenaten and Nefertiti. “But clearly Akhenaten had an original mind. He
developed a vision of how God should be honored, and had the determination and means
to turn that vision into reality.” Akhenaten’s vision was extreme: by worshipping a
single god, the solar orb, he was razing the Egyptian pantheon. Eventually he would
ban the traditional gods altogether, making redundant up to 2,000 time-honored deities.

One way of demonstrating that Akhenaten represented a clean break with the past
was by sponsoring radically new forms of architecture. “Egyptian temples were
traditionally closed affairs,” explains Stevens. “Once you entered the inner part of the
complex, the floor level gradually rose, and the roof dropped. Lighting was restricted
to a few small windows and lamps. The solar cult brought with it open-air
sanctuaries—a form used long before Akhenaten’s reign, but now translated to a much
grander scale. Akhenaten's temples incorporated vast open-air courts with offering

tables and unroofed shrines. The cult image, of course, was no longer a statue hidden
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deep in the sanctuary, but the Aten above.”

The strange new visual formula for the Aten wasn't the only artistic innovation
under Akhenaten. Over the years, Amarna has yielded a number of limestone reliefs
presenting intimate scenes of the royal family enjoying domestic bliss—forerunners of
Christian paintings of the Holy Family, or even of modern paparazzi photographs of
celebrities. There is a famous example in Berlin. Akhenaten can be seen cradling one
of his daughters as if he is about to kiss her. Compared with earlier Egyptian art, which
to the untutored eye can seem like an unending frieze of stiff figures seen in profile, here
we have something charming, spontaneous, and full of life.

Why did Akhenaten wish to promote exciting new art like this? In part because he
wanted to reinforce his solar cult: these scenes emphasized his role, as well as that of his
wife, as intermediary between the Aten and the people. Perhaps this is also why one of
his palaces at Amarna was designed with a special balcony known as the “window of
appearances”: millennia before our Royal Family would stand on the balcony of
Buckingham Palace, Akhenaten displayed himself above his courtiers, to whom he
dispensed gifts such as leather gloves, gold collars and signet rings.

Without the support of the people, there was nobody to uphold Akhenaten's one-
man revolution when he died after 17 years on the throne. Even Akhenaten himself
appears to have had doubts on his deathbed: his tomb contained “shabti” figurines that
were heresy for Atenism.

For ancient Egyptians, Akhenaten was a madman, a megalomaniac, a dreamer and
a despot. But he was also a brave reformer who single-handedly set about dismantling
Egypt's traditions in order to construct something new. Ultimately, though, his vision

burned too brightly.
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Adapted From

Alastair, Sooke. “Akhenaten: mad, bad, or brilliant?
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/art/10561090/
Akhenaten-mad-bad-or-brilliant.html

26/8/2018

Akhenaten: mad, bad, or brilliant? by Alastair Sooke, Telegraph, 09
Jan 2014 (c) Telegraph Media Group Limited 2014

Akhenaten has been called history’s first individual because

A. his name was omitted from the official king lists

B. he influenced Egyptian customs in a charming way

C. he was the father of ancient monotheism

D. he adhered to the ancient beliefs and customs of antiquity

Akhenaten Amun by changing the direction of his temples to the east in

order to dedicate them to the sun god.

A,

B
G
D

praised

. rejected

worshipped

. followed

Akhenaten’s sculpture in Cairo's Egyptian Museum is regarded as bizarre

because

A. his crossed arms brandish a crook and a flail

B. his body incorporates the dichotomy in sex by being masculine and feminine

C. the carved figure is a realistic portrayal of the effects of disease on the human
body

D. the carved figure contains many visual clichés
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14.

15.

16.

17.

According to Anna Stevens, modern people regard Akhenatenina (1) light than

the ancient Egyptians because (2)

A. (1)less savory (2) she is outside the sphere of his actions

B. (1)more favorable  (2)she holds that individualism is a beneficial phenomenon
C. (1) more idiotic (2) his reign was excised by his own people

D. (1) kinder (2) his actions affect everyone in the modern world

Barry Kemp was (1) by Akhenaten’s extreme vision because he (2)

A. (1) horrified (2) went against the customs of his people

B. (1) bewildered (2) was charged with madness by his contemporaries

C. (1)startled (2) made redundant 2,000 time-honored deities

D. (1)impressed (2) displayed a unique mind, vision and determination

The solar cult under Akhenaten traditional Egyptian architectural practices

by opening up the temples and sanctuaries to the sky.
A. followed

B. obeyed
C. inverted
D

. complied

The humanistic nature of Akhenaten’s art is portrayed in a scene where
A. the stiff figures are seen in profile

B. statues of Aten are hidden deep in the sanctuary

C. asimple disc is emanating rays which culminate in tiny human hands
D

. Akhenaten can be seen cradling one of his daughters as if he is about to kiss her
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18, The Amarna “window of appearances” is

19. Near the end of his rein even Akhenaten was

20.

A. dissimilar to the balcony at Buckingham Palace

B.

designed to emphasize Akhenaten’s role as a mediator between his god and the

people

. made to place the king at a distance from his people

. constructed so that the king can be showered with gifts by his courtiers

figurines in his tomb.

A.

B
G
D

blasphemous

. tyrannical

optimistic

. revolutionary

Atenism was

A.

B
C.
D

supported by the people of Egypt

. sympathetic to the average Egyptian’s plight

a magnificently bright vision embraced by the people

. a reforming innovation that was overly radical for the traditional Egyptians

due to the placement of “shabti”
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21.

22

23.

24.

25

26.

27.

28.

RDELD ( ) b, RbBELAFE (B) ZES, B TEL L

He remained (A. silencing B. silently C. silent D. silence) during

the meeting.

She decided (A. go to not B. not go C. not to go D. to not go)

shopping tomorrow.

I always enjoy (A. to meet B. meet C. met D. meeting) new

people.

(A. Have finished B. Finished C. Having finished D. Have finishing)

her work, Judy went home.

Bill is careful, but his brother is (A. very B. so C. most D. much)

more careful.

His mother, (A. which B. that C. whose D. who) is a famous

guitarist, is living in London now.

IfI had not broken my leg,T (A. hadbeen B. wouldbe C. would have been

D. are) in Canada now.

The terrible storm prevented us (A. from B. of C. m D. with)

going home.



29. You can borrow an eraser if you need (A. it B. them C. any D. one).

30. T am very (A. pleased B. please C. pleasure D. pleasant) to meet

you.

IV
KOBLERIFITR LA S, 72721 ( ) ADFEETXTAVSEIEET D, ( )

HTiE, CHIZ BELALFETRLTH Do
31. U5 A& IZIEHeA Ve (can)
32. 72T WEEEH LT %, (more, in)

33 RIPEEEZFTILOMELZVL, BU I LB HREE V. (nor)

34, WIIET v TNA L ODEET. (baking, at)
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